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Bellevue personal _EE% attorney Steven Toole

is the new prq
Bar >mmoo_mﬁL

sident of the Washington State
n. Toole talks about a new legal

aid program to assist people of moderate means,

and how the har association can assist struggling

attorneys during economic hard times. :

WHAT ARE YOUR PRIORITIES E::zm YOUR
YEARLONG TENURE AS PRESIDENT OF THE
STATE BAR ASSOCIATION? Weé want to
focu§ more — not exclusivély, but
more — on oufr existing ‘niembérs
and prograins and oh implemeéiiting
programs to improye the level of
satisfaction our members have with
their lives and the practice of law.
Theére a lot of things we ‘can do that
will not only bénefit our membérs,
but also benefit the| public'and the
justice m%wﬁﬁ: in Mm:_mwm_ .

HOW HAS BAR ASSOCIATION z_m_swmx-
m==. m>=mc ===_zm .Em =mnmmm_ozﬂm,oq

told people that- sﬁ have a
mately 33,000 members. And now

we aré woi.mm:m Qmﬁ 3 mvcsﬁ w» 000:

law school, not only with huge debt

but with no job prospects. And that’s .,

been worse the last couple of years.

E:B. ARE YOU DOING TO HELP ATTOR-
NEYS? “There are programs that we
are emphasizing, many of which are
in existence. One is our Law Office
Management Assistance Program.
This is a low-cost service — it is
designed to benefit solo and small-

firm practitioners, maybe someone

who is forced to throw up a shingle
out of law school who doesn’t really
know how to:run an office. The bar
“association does semiinars around
the-state, visiting the smaller com-
B.::E.mm : QE.& providing mxcmnam.o.

; ‘,<o=~=m >_.mc PLANNING TO START A CON-

TRACT WORK PROGRAM. WHAT IS THAT? It
came ‘about because of everything
-we read about law firms and corpo-
rations ‘outsourcing work overseas.

PRESIDENT, Y

We don’t want to see our big law
firms doing that same type of thing.
We want to modify our website so
that attorneys who are looking to
do hourly contract attorney work
— particularly if they are willing
to.do it m\ﬁ a &moo:imm wmﬁm — can

connect with them. I have been told

by our IT mocmlﬁmi,:ﬂma this is -

relatively easy to get going with vir-
tually no additional cost (and) that

there is no reason that this shouldn’t

be able to be implemented before
the year is out.

LAST YEAR THE BAR ASSOCIATION STARTED
THE HOME FORECLOSURE LEGAL AID PRO)-
ECT FOR HOMEOWNERS WHO COULDN'T AF-
FORD AN ATTORNEY. WHAT ARE YOU DOING

THIS YEAR? This year we are start-

ing the moderate means program.
We-always have the pro.bono work,
the efforts of the Northwest ?waow
Project and Columbia Legal Servic-
es to sérvice the poor. But theré’s a
great gap at 200 percent to 400 per-
cent of the poverty level — people
who have incomes but can’t afford

legal fees for legal problems. We'

are partnering with the law schools,
starting with Seattlé G::Sam;%

- But the University of Washington is

right E.o::& the corner, and then
niversity (in Spokane)

contract mﬁogo%w will be able to

§mEzmeoz STATE BAR
ASSOGIATION.
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will follow very shortly. We will have
cliniks at each of the law schools.
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IS THIS AIMED AT PEOPLE IN NEED OF LE- -

GAL _wm_._. BECAUSE OF THE LINGERING EF-
FECTS OF THE RECESSION? We will go
beydnd just.foreclosures. We will
be:able to-assist people who are

“havih g domestic dispute problems, ‘
contfact disputes, landlord-tenant

disp
- We 'y
hélp
ferel
the ]
the
fee ¢
to §7

tes, débt-collection problems.
vill-have attorneys sign up to
these people in need. The dif-
ce between this program and
Jhome-foreclosure program and
ro-bono work'is there will be a

5 an hour. It will help our mem-
berslin a couple of ways. Those who
are qtruggling to succeed will have
a way to get some business.

HOW
_wm>4._._cz ASPECT OF YOUR AGENDA?
There are many, many lawyers who
really do want to help the public and

do gpod work serving others and-

using their background and educa-
tion o assist people who need legal
help who cannot afford it. You know
how you feel good when you do a
good| act — it will clearly have that
impatt.

hterview conducted and condensed by
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DOES ALL THIS HELP WITH THE SAT- .
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